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DISCOURSE 
CONCERNING 
Prophane SWEARING and CURSING. 


Hope I need not make any long apology for a Diſcourſe on 
I this ſabjeF. Where an Epidemical Diſtemper reigns, no man 
can be blam'd for his regular endeavours, either ro cure the 
Infeted Perſons themſelves, or to ſtop the ſpreading of the fatal 
Contagion to others. And I fear, as to theſe Yices the InfeQtion is 
too genera), and the Diſeaſe too deeply rooted, to render any at- 
tempts unneceſſary that are truly conducive to attain the propoſed 
end. Andfor-the method inſiſted on in this Diſcourſe, I ſhall only 
ſuggeſt, Thar T thought it needful firſt ro lay open the Nature of 
theſe deteftable Sins (as the late 4d of Parliament juſlly calls them); 
Partly, Thar if poſſible Men's Conviction concerning the abſurdity 
and folly of em, may happily prevent the occaſion of penal ſeverities 
( which how gentle ſoever are never any farther deſirable then 
they are abſofutely neceſſary). Partly, To fatisfy all unprejudic't 
perſons that thoſe concern'd in promoting the Execution of this 
Law, are ated by no other principles then their regular Zeal for 
the honour of Almighty God, and their ſincere Charity to the Offen- 
dors themſelves, the generality of whom,'tis to be feared, arc too ſtu- 
pid and hardned in their wretched praCtice to be reaſon'd out of it, 
and ſeem only capable of this laſt and harſheſt method of Cure. 
I ſhall therefore in proſecution of my preſent Deſign treat on 
theſe 3 general Heads, | 
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I 7 ball briefly repreſent the hainous Nature of thoſs two common: 
Vices of the- Age; Profane Swearing and Curling in order to 1iſſuade 
men from the praftice of them. 

IT 7 ſhall offer ſomething to excrte both Magiſtrates awd private 
perſons to their duty, in order to the ſuppreſſing theſe Vices by the 
Execution of tbe Law lately made againſt them. 

Hl 7 ſhall modeſtly examine what ground there 15 for the loud'Com- 
Paints lately made againſt C laxdefline Informations, : 


I. 7 ſhall briefly repreſent the hainouſneſs of thoſe two common: 
Vices of: the- Age; Profane Swearing and Curfing in order to. diſſuade 
men from the prattice of them. 

And to prepare my way for this, It will be requiſite to premiſe. 
ſome account of the nature of theſe Sins by ſtating the true notions. 
of them. And | 

Firſt, For the Sin of Profane Swearing, We ſhall the: more 
clearly apprehend what it is, it- we firſt conſider the nature of an 
Oath in general. 

Now an Oath has been defin'd by the Maſters of Heathen Mo? 
rality, 4 Religzous affirmation, or A calling the Deity to witneſs. 
71 a contreverted matter. And it has been defin'd by the-genera- 
lity- of Chriſtian Writers to the ſame purpoſe, A» appeal ro ſome 

Japernatural Power, as the witneſs of the truth of what we affirm or 
promiſe, and the avenger of cur falſhood and perfidiouſneſs if we tlye:. 
And indeed all do agree, that ſuch an Appeal is an Oath in the. 
moſt ſtri& and proper ſenſe. 

But this account of an Oath ſeems only to agree to thoſe where- 
in we ſwear by fome real or ſuppoſed Deity, or at leaſt ſome In- 
habitant of the inviſible World, that cannot be produc't as a wit: 
neſs here on Earth, Whereas men- may ſwear by inanimate and: 
inſenſible Creatures themſelves, who are not capable of giving any. 
Teſtimony at all to the truth-of what they fay. 

Thus rhe Heathens were went to ſwear by the Heavens or 
the Earth, by-the Sun.or the Stars, &e. The Jews by Jeruſalem, 
the Temple, or the Alrar, &c. And thereiore thole& who place 
the.nature.of an Oath in ſuch an, Appeal to a higher witneſs that is. 

OG 


TIA 
not producible in human Courts of Judicature, do ſuppoſe that 

fuch expreſſions, as by the Heavens, by the Earth, @c. are only 

Oaths in an improper ſenſe, or rather the abuſe of an Oath, being 

ſenſeleſs appeals to thoſe things asthe witneſſes ofthe truth of what 

we ſpeak that are not capable of giving any ſuch Teftimony. 

But on the other hand, fince ſuch expreſſions were accounted 
Oaths inthe common judgment of mankind, and our Saviour him- 
ſelf mentions them as proper Inſtances of Swearing, ( See 5. Marth. 
34, 35, &c. compared with 5. Fames 13.) others have rather 
choſen to pive ſuch an extenſive notion of an Oath as may include 
theſe as proper Inftances of Swearing, and therefore define an 
Oath robe, The pawning: ſome ſuppoſed undoubted being as a pleds 
of the truth of what we ſay, with an implicit imprecation of ſome penalty 
ex our ſelves in caſe we lye. Thus as when men ſwear by God they 
pawn his Being & perfeCtionsfor the truth of what they declare, and 
in.effe& wiſh it they lyeto be deal with as thoſe that deny them ;; 
ſo whem: they ſwear by the Heavens or the Earth, by the Sun or 
Stars, Gc. The meaning of the Oath is, as ſure as there is a-Hea+ 
ven and Earth, a-Sun or Stars, fo true is what I ſpeak, andif L 
lye, let me be eſteem'd and dealt with as if I had impudently 
deny*d the exiſtence of theſe things. So when men ſwear by their 
Faith.or Conſcience, or hope of Salvation,. they do in ecfte& pawn 
theſe for the truth of their aſſertions or promiſes, and in effect 
wiſh if they lye to be treated as perſons that have renounc'c all 
pretenſions to Faith, to Conſcience, or to the Hope of Salvation. 
So when Men ſwear by their Head, they make that a kind of 
pledg of the truth-of what they ſpeak, and vertually imprecate: 
ſome miſchief on it in caſe they |ye. So that this latter deſcriptÞ 
on of- an Oath ſeems at firſt ſomewhat different from the former, 
and more comprehenſive ; and indeed if what is call'd ſwearing 
by Creatures, be in the ſtrict and proper ſenſe. an Oath, this ſeems 
the more clear. and accurate account of it. 

But yet we may in a great meaſure reconcile theſe two deſcrip» 
tions of an Oath, and make *em of equal extent; if we take what 
our Saviour ſupgeſts in reference to ſwearing by Creatures in-its 
utmoſt latitude, viz, That on the account of. that relation they,all 
B'z ſome. 


(4) 

| ſome way or other bear to God, there is in all ſwearing by Crex® 
cures, tho not an expreſs yet an implicit Invocation of God and ap: 
peal to him. Thus he charges thoſe that ſwore by the Heavens 
or the Earth, av vertually and by juſt conſtruction ſwearing by 
that God, whoſe Throne the one, and whoſe Footſtool the other 
Was. Nay he ſuppoſes thoſe that ſwore by their Head, implicitly 
ro ſwear by that God whoſe workmanſhip it was, ſince we our ſelyes 
cou'd not make one Hair of it black or white, Matth. 5. 34,35,36. 
compar'd with Marth. 23. 21,22. For he ſpeaks this (as Dr. Perir 
in his various LeQtions well obſerves) in oppoſition ro the Jewiſh 
Doctors, who did not think {wearing by Creatures to be properly 
Oaths, nor to have any obligatory vertue. For they thought no 
Oaths binding but theſe in which they ſwore by the name of Ged, 
(excepting their Oath by the Gold ef the Temple and Corbax, 
See Hattrh. 23.). And therefore our Lord on the contrary inti- 
mates to them, That God himſelf was intereſſed whenever they 
ſwore by any of his Creatures ; For fince they cou'd bear no pro- 
per teſtimony to the truth of their Aſſertions, or Promiſes; The 
Appeal was implicitly and by juſt interpretation made to him, and 
he was concern'd to puniſh the falſe Appellant. So that whoever 
by ſuch Swearing pawns any of Gods Creatures for the Truth of 
his Words, do's vertually call their Maker to be his Witneſs, and 
engage him to avenge the Indignity offer'd to his own works, when 
they are abuſed to countenance our lying and falſhood. Ir is not 
therefore of any great moment as to our practice whether of theſe 
two notions of an Oath we prefer and follow. | 

Having thus ftated the general Notion ot an Oath, we may more 
eaſily determine what profane Swearing is. 

There is ſome Swearing in it ſelf finful and profane, and can 
never be lawſully uſed on any occaſion, As the ſwearing by a falſe 
. Ged ; becauſe ſuch an Oath artributes the perieQions of the only 
true God to a contemptible /ds/, which is a high degree of B/ſ- 

emy. 
__ on the other hand, our Swearing by the trac God, is cither 
lawful and good, or fuful and profane, according to the circumſtan; 
ces whercia that ation is uſed. _ 

@ 


$> 
"To' ſwear By the Bleſſed Ged, is ſo far from being in its oWn'ria- 
'ture ar-ev// or-impions ation, that on the contrary when 'uſed on 


;jaſt and neceſſary occaſions, 'tis an ation highly conducive to the 
honour of God, and to the publick'Good. *Tis an ation hig)!y 


conducive to the honoar of 'God, "whole glotious perfeCtions are open; 


ly acknowledged in thoſe ſolemn regular Appeals'we make to him, 
i ſuch important caſes wherein there is no ather way left 'to con- 
firm the truth of what we ſpeak. . And'in ſuch caſes the Jews were 
by the Law of Meſes not only permirted but requird ts ſwear by 
the Name of God, Dent. 6. 13. That being one Branch of the Reli- 
gious Worſhip due to him. Nay *cis an a&fon no'leſs 'conduczve fo 
the publick good. It being one of the moſt proper and cfteQual 
means to end ſtrifes and controverſies among Men, by confirming 
the truth of what they ſpeak, Z7eb.'6. 13. For fince in ſo mani- 
fold caſes 'we muſt depend on human Teſtimonies for finding our 
Truth, we'can have no greater aſſurance that men ſpeak truly, then 
when they ſolemnly appeal cro'God as the Witneſs of 'it, and their 
dreadful Avenger if chey lye. For 'tis reaſonably ſuppoſed that it 
any thing can oblige Men to a ſtri&t regard to Truth, in what they 
deliberately affifm, this awſul Bond will. And Charity prompts 
us to hope that there arc but few whoſe Conſciences are ſo ſear'd 
a$"to have no reverence for an Oath, and no dread of God's ter- 
rible Vengeance apainſt thoſe thatby Perjury abuſe his ſacred Name 
to the ſupport of known ſafſhood. 


And accordingly the Holy Scriptures abound with the Examples 


of good men's ſwearing on ſuch ſolemn occaſions. The inſtances 
tn the 0/4 Teſtament are numerous. Nay, even the New Teſtament 
contains frequent Examples of this kind, even after the ſtrict gene: 
ral prohibicion 'of our Saviour, Swear not at all. For learned Cri- 


ticks have made 'it evident, That our Saviour himſelf did thus 


Jwear when adjurd by the HighPrieft, Marth. 26. 62,63,64. com- 
par'd with Tev.F5. 1. And there is no pretence to doubt of 'this 
being ſeveral times praftiſed by the Apoſtle Pal in his Epiſlles. 
Sec 2'Cor. 11.31. 1 Rom.g. 1Gal.20. 2 Cor.1.23. 1 The. 
5.27. Andas the Ruaters are the only people that. pretend to 
deny the {awſulneſs of ſwearing, by interpreting our Sayiours pro. 

| C hibition 
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hibition in-the ſtrifteſt ſenſe, fo I'do not ſee that they are lierein: 
conſiſtent with themſelves For they do themſelves frequently 
make ſolemn Appeals to God for the Truth of what they ſay ; as 
Barclay himſelf tells us, They are wont on folemn occaſions to 

| ſay, We ſpeak the Truth in the fear of God and' 
*, See his Works ip before him, who is our Witneſs and the ſearcher 

Fol p. 553. of our hearts. ** He dos indeed deny this to 
| be an Oath, (as he dos the forementioned 
Expreſſions of the Apoſile Paul!) but I rake his denyal to be 
contrary to the common ſenſe of mankind concerning the nature 
and import of an Oath.. So that 'cis rather the xame of an Oath, 
and the circum/tances:of Swearing uſed among us, that they ſeem. 
to bogele at then the 7hing it ſeit. 

Nor is Swearing by Creatures on ſuch occaſions unlawful in it /elf, 
when the Creature is only named in ſubordination to God, 1o thar 
the Appeal it felt is evidently intended and direted to him. Thus 
we. read of Moſes calling the Heaven and Earth ts record againſt 
the //raelites, that he had ſet before &m lite and death, Deu?. 30. 
39,21, 28. - So Hannah (wears to Ely, As thy Soul liveth, my Lord, 
1am the Woman that ſtood by thee here, praying to the Lord. 1 Sam. 
20. 3,— So Abigail, 1 Sam. 20. 16.— So Triah, 2 San. 11. 11.— 
So in our common Form of Swearing we uſe theſe Words, So help. 
*1e God, aud the Contents of this Book. So it has been uſual with 
good men in order to their vindication from groſs publick Calum- 
nics, to call God, Angels, aud Mex, to atteſt the Truth of what they 
offer 1n their.own detence. 

Now that Swearing (by God or his Creatures) which: is in its 
felt lawful, when uſed in a ſo/emn manner on ſo important occaſions, , 
degenerates into /iufel or profane Swearing, When 'tis us'd in our or- . 
djinary Converſe Without any ſuch due ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity or 
any juſt ecca/1on that ſhou'd render it.necdful to attain the foremen- 
tioned ends. For as ſacred things are ſaid to be profay'd when 

' they are irreverently manag'd and proſticuted to. any mean or vzle - 
uſe, ſo'is an Oath profan'd, when we treat this awiul act ot Religi- 
ous Worſhip with fo little reſped,- as to proſtitute it to common and . 


»ear purpoſes, in atteſting our. ordinary Diſcourſe ; veces it. 
ou'd.. 
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ſkou'd never be us'd but where there is apparent need of' it to 
confirm ſome doubted Truth that muſt be determin'd by human 
Teſtimony. And the more expreſsly the Name of God himſelf is 
Invocated in ſuch Oaths, the proſaneneſs of them is more evident: 
and unconteſtable. For *cis a manifeſt Indignity to that High and 
Glorious Being that his Sacred Name ſhou'd be thus interpog'd, and 
raſh Appeals made to him upon every ſrive/ous occaſion, meer;y to- 
vent our irregular hear, or to give credit to every trifling Aſſerti- 
on in our common Converſation. Nay even when we do not make 
any explicit Appeal to God, 'cis yet a real po/ſutzoy of his glorious 
and adorable Name, when we raſhly toſs it in our Mouths tor no 
other purpoſe then to ſignify ſome fooliſh Wonder, or expreſs: 
ſome idle Paſſion, or applaud ſome vain Jelt. Thus, O Lord, and 
© God, arc common in the Mouths of many when they ſerve to- 
no other end, bur to fill up an empty gap in their ordinary Dif- 
courſe. 

Secondly, For the ſin of profane-Curfing, the notion of it is more 
plain and obvious. | 

"Tis indeed true that if we take Cxr/irg in a large ſenſe we can-- 
not abſolutely condemn it as ſinful; For 

r. If we give the Name of Curſes to all thoſe Denunciations of 
the Vengeance of God againſt Sinners which are utter d by a prophetick- 
Spirit, There is no doubt of the lawſulneſs of ſuch Curles. 

And indeed *cis highly probable that many of thoſe exprefſions: 
which occur in the Pſalms, and which our Tranſlation makes to 
be Imprecations are no other then predictions of thoſe Evils to the 
Churches Enemies which the Spirit of God diCtated to the Inſpi- 
red Penmen. And the Original dos much favour this ſuppoſition ; 
thoſe expreſſions being uſually not in the Imperative Mood, but in 
the Future Tenſe of the Indicative, and may be more properly. 
rendred, Mine Fnemies ſhall be confounded, then, let them be /0. 

2. All Curfing is not Tnlawfai, that dos imply the wiſhing ſome- 
tind of Evil to others. 

For doubtleſs we may in reference to the Enemies of the true 
Religion, and indeed to all wicked and miſchievous perſons, wich- 
gut the jcaſt violation of the great Law of Charity, wiſh diſapr 

2 pointment 
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Porntment 'in their pernicious Deſigns and Enterprizes, - and the 
ſhame and confufion that ſuch fruſtration of their attemps will occa- 
fion. Nay in any caſe of publick Conteſts wherein the intereſt of 
true Religion or of important<civil Right is-concern'd, we may law- 
fully wiſh and pray for ſucceſs to thoſe who eſpouſe the juſt and 
"righteous ſide of :the Cauſe, apainſt thoſe that wow'd cither ſub. 
yert the trueReligion or invade and opprels the civil Rights of 0- 
thers. Nay thisſecms conſiſtent with Charity, whether ſuch Per- 
fecutors and Oppreſlors be ſuppoſed incorrigtble or :not. For if 
#xcorrigible, their overthrow is a very deſirable publick Bleſſing. 
And if corrigible, their ill ſucceſs is the moſt likely means to con- 
vince andtetorm em, as their proſperous one would be to harden 
em. 
| _ And to the one. or other of theſe Heads, v.e mayTteduce ali 
thoſe Imprecations againſt their Enemies that the Penmen of 
the Pſalms uſe, without ſuppoſing any thing in e'm contrary to the 
meck and forgiving diſpoſition which the Law of Chriſt 'fo poſt- 
tively enjoyns. | 

There are indeed ſome Cur/es us'd 'by good men in Scripture 
that do not belong to theſe Heads. Such as thoſe of Fob and of 
Feremy chiefly level'd againſt the day of theirbirth, Fob. 3. Fer. 
£0. Burt then 1 think we are under no- obligation to juſtify them. 
They ſcem rather mention'd for our caution as inſtances of human 
Infirmity, of coo greatimpatience and diſcontent under the preſſure 
of their preſent afflictions. 

The Carfing then which the Scriptures condemn ( and which 
this Att of Parliament refers to) impties ſuch raſh Wiſhes of Evil 
to others or our ſelves which we utter either in our paſſion or from a 
Spirit of matice and revenge, or from a meer pleafure in ſuch belliſh 
Language. 

And it fal{s under the notion of profane Cur/ivg, as we cither di- 
rely and expreſsly, -or by juſt cenſtrution ſollicit the Vengeance 
of God for the infliftion of ſuch miſchieſs on others or our ſelves. 
And the preater the miſchisſs are which we thus raſhly imprecate, 
and the more eminently the Juſtice of God is concern'd fn the ex- 
ecution of em, the kigher is the degree of profazcnefs. So = 


VT F 
-the common Expreſſions which Curſers -noW uſe, when they-call 
on God to damn themſelves or others, contain the moſt horrid guilt 
that this Sin can eafily admit of. And truly that other phraſe falls 
kitle ſhort of ir, by which Men ſo often give themſelves or others 
to the Devil, who is conſider'd in ſuch wretched Imprecations as 
the Executioner of Divine Juſtice. | 

Having ſtated the general notien of profane Swearing and 
Curſing, I come now to offer a few Arguments to diſſuade men 
from the praCtice of them. | p 

And thoſe ſhall be drawn, from the Expreſs prohibition of theſe 
£ins, from the intrinfick Evil and pernicious tendency of them, from 
the Threatnings of God alenounc't againſt them, and from the weat- 
eſs and folly of the pretences alledg d to excuſe or extenuate them. 

Firft 1 begin with the expreſs prohibition of theſe Yices. 

Thus for common Swearing, that this is prehibired by the Law 
of God can be doubted by none that own the divine authority of 
the Holy Scriptures. It we ſuppoſe ( with the generality of Ex- 
poſitors ) that our Saviour's Sermon in the Mount gives us an In- 
rerpretation of rather then an addition to the precepts of the Deca- 
logue, there is no queſtion but commer ſwearing is one inftance of 
taking God's Holy Name in vain forbidden in the Third Command. 
Burt none ever pretended to deny, that our Savicur here forbids 
all ſuch Common Swearing, when he ſo ſtriftly charges us nor to 
Swear at all, when he enjoyns that our Communication be Tea, Tea, 
Nay, Nay, and adds this reaſon of it, For whatſoever is more than 
theſe comes of evil, See Matth. 5. from verl. 34. to 38, For he de. 
livers this charge in oppoſition to the Jewiſh Dofors, who them: 
ſelves thought ſwearing by the Name of God in their ordinary con. 
verſe unlawful, bur made greater allowance for what they account- 
ed ſmaller Oaths, as ſwearing by Creatures Without any expreſs ap- 
peal to God or mention of him. And ſince our Lord condemns all 
Jefſer Oaths in common Converſe, he muſt in all reaſon be under- 
oed much more to forbid all common ſwearing by the Name of 
God. And 'tis evident that the Apoſt/e Fames ſo underſtood theſe 
words of our Saviour, when he delivers the like prohibition in fo 


peremptory and comprehenſive Expreſſions, But above all things, 
D my : 
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my Brethren, ſwear not, neither by Heaveh, nor by Earth, neither- 
by any other Oath. But let your Tea be Tea, and your Nay be Nay &t: 

Fames 5.12. So that no man can doubt of common ſwearing be- 

ihg a plain violation of the Law of Chriſt. And 'cis ſuch a one as 

is manifeſtly w//ful Every man can eaſily forbear it he pleaſe ro: 
ſpeak irreverently of his Earthly Prince, and ſure he may as eaſi- 

ly forbear to treat with the like bold irreverence the ſacred Name 

of the Sovereign Majeſtv of Heaven, 

Nor is raſh Curſing lels evidently forbidden, Thus we are- 
charg'd by the Ap. Paul, Bleſs and Curſe not. Rom. 12.14 And 
ſure if we were allow'd to carſe any, it ſhou'd be thoſe that are 
our unreaſonable and malicious Enemies. But we muſt be fo far 
from wiſhing Evil co them that on the contrary we are enjoyry'd, 
To love. owr Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to do good to thew 
that hate us, and to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute 
us. Matth. 5.44. And accordingly the Ap. Fames mentions Cur/ing: 
as one preat inſtance and proof of the Tongue's being an unruly evil, 
{ell of deadly peyſon. Fam. 3. 8,9. And 'tis fo heinous an Evil in 
the P/almif?'s Judgmenr, that he gives this as the genuine chara- 
&er of a Wicked Perſon, That his mouth 7s. full of curſing, P/. ro. 
7; And no wonder when this $7 is ſo oppoſite to that Love of 
our Neighbour which is the ſum of all the Duties of the ſecond 
Table. And for that ſin of a man's curfing himſef, *cis evidently. 
included and imply'd in the foremention'd prohibitions. And it ic 
be not fo expreſfsly mention'd, *cis only becauſe 'tis too unnatural 
a Crime to need any explicit condemnation. And indeed it argues. 
2 monſtrous degeneracy of human Nature that any man ſhou'd be 
found puilry of it. 

Thoſe then muſt needs be inexcuſable whoprofeſs their veneration 
for the authority of our bleſſed Saviour, and yet allow themſelves 
in the perverſe violation of Precepts ſo plain, ſo juſt, and ſo eaſe 
to be obſerv'd. Sure ſuch perſons ſhou'd be ſenſible of rhe notori-. 
ous ingonfiſtency of their common prattice with the ſineerity. of 
their profeſſion. To be a Chriſtian, and yet a common Murderer, . 
Adulterer, Whoremonger, Thief, Drunkard, Gc. look at firlt view 
Very incempatible ; An furs it is as hard to reconcile a Man's being | 
A; 
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2 Chriftian With his being a common Swearer or Curſer. So that it 
Men will not renounce theſe Vices, they wou'd in ſome reſpe&ts 
do more right to Chriſt and his Holy Religion by openly renoun- 
cing his Name, and caſting oft that honourable Livery of his, 
which they only diſgrace and ſtain by wearing of it. 

Secondly, T wou'd farther arpue againſt theſe Vices from the 7» 
trinſick evil aud pernicious tendency of e'm: 

[ begin with Common-ſwearing , and I here chiefly intend that 
Swearing wherein the Name of God is more expreſs|y ugd and: 
which is therefore eſpecially cal'd Profane Swearing, and of the 
malignant nature and tendency of this Sin, I ſhall only among ma- 
ny others mention the tollowing inſtances. 

1. I have already ſuggeſted, That common ſwearing olvs in the ve- 
ry nature of it, debaſe a ſolemy att of Religious Worſhip by proſtitu- 
ting it to a common and mean uſe. 

*Tis only ſome momentous occaſion: and urgent neceſſity caff 
warrant ſuch fo;emn Appeals to God, and they ſhou'd be made 
with all appearance of profound Awe and Reverence. So that 
this at of Divine Worſhip is profan'd and expos'd to contempt, 
when us'd in a raſh or trifling manner, without any ſubſerviency 
to ſuch a valuable end. But a 

2. Common ſwearing argues a want of due Reverence towards Ged' 
#n the mind of the ſpeaker, and-tends to abate it in the mind of the' 
HTearers. ; 

For ircannot be eaſily conceiv'd that that Man's Soul is habitu- 
ated to awful apprehenſtons of fo great and terrible a Majeſty, who 
can ordinarily allow himſelf to 7rifie with his fearful and reverend 
Name, and dare preſume upon every trivial occaſion to make raſh: 
Appeals to his all ſceing Eye, and to his avenging Jultice. For ſure 
none that has a real and proſound veneration tor ſo adorable a Being, . 
wou'd ever make this uſe of his Name without holy trembling and 
dread, and Without preat deliberation both concerning the Truth: 
of what he ſpeaks, and the juſt Occaſion .of interpoſing him as the 
Witneſs of it. What then can we conclude concerning ſueh as dare: 
upon every ſlight occaſion rake a common By: word of his dread- 
ful Name, , ſuch as never. ſcruple to call the foyercign Judg of the. 
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Whole Earth to atteft and avouch their ordinary Talk, and ſtand 
Guarantee for the truth of all their rrifling Aſſertions, bur thar 
there is no fear of him before their Eyes, no ſenſe of his uncon- 
etivable greatneſs and glory upon their Hearts > How deſpieable 
iS that Sovereign Majeſty in thy eſteem, when thou dareſt with ſo 
high a preſumption abuſe thoſe ſacred Titles of his to rant and 
bluſter with, that ſhou'd not be mention'd without profound hu- 
mility and-dread'! Is this fuch an Zallowing his Glorious Name as 
kerequires and thou pretendeſt fo often topray tor, to treat it with 
leſs reſpet then thou woud'lt the name of thy Prince or thy Fa. 
ther, nay to defile it by making it ſerve ſo vile an end as the vents 


- Ing thy unruly Paſſion, whenever it prompts thee to rage & ſtorm 


apainſt thy fellow-Creatures? Can thoſe be thought to ſtand in 
awe of that blefſed and only Potentate, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, who are not afraid to bandy about his adorable 
Name, as if that were intended tp be the common ſcorn and ſport 
of a leud and irreligious age? 

And as this argues ſuch Irreverence towards God in the Swearer, 
ſo it tends to corrupt the minds of thoſe that hear him. For they 
are thereby (ſo far as the Swearers Example can influence and in, 
ict cm) remprted to the ſame ſlight apprehenſions of that ploriz 
ous Majeſty, and contempr ot his Omniſcience and Juſtice, that 
the Swearer evidences by his bold and profane abuſe of his holy 
Name. So that '*cis no thanks to the common Swearer that thoſe 
ke converſes with retain any awe of God upon their minds, when 
they hear him dayly treating him withſo open diſreſpect and info- 
lent irreverence. | 

3. Common ſwearing tends to leſſen Men's Reverence of an Oath it 
ſelf, and conſequently ro prepare &m for the horrid guilt of Perjury or 
Falſe-ſwearing. £ - 

'Tis the charaQer of a pood Man, That He fears av Oath, Ecclef. 
9. 2. and therefore as he will. not needleſsly ſwear at all, ſo when 
he muſt do ir, he has the ftriteft regard poſſible ro the 7r47h of 
what he affirms, or fincerity of what he promiſes under ſuch an aw- 
ful Bond. Burt now 'cis evident that common Swearers are feldom 


or never very critical in examining the Truth of thoſe Pney 
CLs 
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*&fſertions, which they-raſhly interpoſe the Name*of God to wir- 
rant and confirm. Ic cannor reaſonably be thought they ſhou'd, 
'be fo:very cautious in all they ſpeak at -random,. and” eſpeciaily 
under the tranſport of-paſſion, -when of all-times they are prone to 
ſwear the faſteſt. So that if once a Man come fo far by the 
habitual: praQtice ot this Sin, -as to make no Conſcience of uſing 
Oaths to atreſt all that he-utters-in the: hoat-of Diſcourſe, (when 
he:thas neither leiſure nor ſufficient ſedateneſs of mind to enquire: 
warily-into the truth of what;he ſaith), He givesusyuſt ground to. 
conclude that hemakes little matter of an Oath, ſince he dos-upent 
ſo. ſmall an occaſion run the hazard of forſwearing himſelf. -And it 
a. man canfſo eaſily forſwear himſelt in Paſſion, what ſecurity have 
we, that he will not do-it in:ceo/-Blood, when he is under a ſtrong 
Tempration, and hopes his Perjury may paſs -undiſcover'd? --For 
what ſhou'd in this caſe reſtrain him from it? -If ir be the Natural 
Reverenceof an Oath, and dread of the Juſtice of God as concern'd 
toavengeall Perjury, ſure if theſe principles were prevalent &c ſtrong 
in him, they wou'd reſtrain him from all raſh Swearing. , For-he 
cannot reafonably pretend to-fear an Oath that ordinarily Swears at 
random; Nor can he pretend to be much aw'd with the apprehen- 
frons of God's avenging Juftice that ſo frequently makes ſuch -haffy 
znconfiderate Appeals to it, It may be ſcar'd that he that ſcruples 
not the lefler guilt may venture on'the greater, fince-thoſe-princi- 
ples are evidently weakend in him that ſhou'd preſerve him from 
it. And doubtleſs, 'Tis very much owing to this Vice of Commer 
Swearing, that Perjury it ſelf has ſo greatly abounded among us: 
A crime that at once tends utterly to deſtroy all Reverence of Gott 
and-Faith among men. So that it we wou'd not have this Wicked- 
neſs ( whichis both the higheſt ſcandal to Religion and the moſt 
pernicious Bane to-civil Societys ) to grow upon us, That Common: 
Swearing muſt bereſtrain'd, which has ſo evident a tendency to pre- 
pare men for ir, by turning So/emw Oaths into cuſtomary Forms of 
feeaking. | 
For the Sin of profane Curſing the malignant Nature and ten- 
dency of it will ſufficiently appcar in theſe-rwo Inſtanges 
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tr, 73; a Sie that implys a high degree of Uncharitableneſi toward: 


Wen. 


They imprecate the preareſt miſchieſs imaginable to their fellow 


creatures, as commonly no leſs then'that the Devil may take them: 
or God may, Hawn them. Now if they are in earneſt, what can we- 


rake them for but /xcarnate. Devils.that fo paſſionately. deſire the 
atcrna? ruin and mifery of others? Forif Devi/s.cou'd ſpeak with 
human voyce, what language cou'd we expect from thoſe envious 


Spirits mote ſuitable ro the poyſonous malignity of their nature. 
then'this 3. And what injury are any of our fellow creatures capa-- 


ble of-doing to.us, that can any way juſtify the barbarous cruelty 
ef: Tuck direful Imprecations? Wou'd we indeed have all that croſs 


aux humour or Intereft, or offer us the leaſt Indignity and affronc, 


doom'd for ic, to remedileſs Flames and to the vengeance of Ecer- 


nal Fire. This were not only to give way to the worſt paſſion of- 
human nature Revenge, bur to carry: it beyond all bounds, as if: 


tio leſs. then the irreparable miſery of an Immortal Soul cou'd com- 


penſate every. petty. injury. we receive. Bur if-Curſers pretend, . 
thar:they do not mean fo ill as they ſpeak, and that their ,rea/- 


wiſhes.are not ſo unmerciſul astheir verba/ ones, why.theg ſhou'd 


they. affe& to talk ſo like embodied Feinds > Why. ſhou'd they. 


fuffer. their-Tongues to be thus ſe? on fire of Hell2 Why ſhou'd 


they.thus habituate them. to the proper d/a/eit. of the Infernal. 


Regions 2. | 
And if it be fo uncharicable a thing to curſe others, what ſtupid 


barbarity. is it for a Man to carſe.and damn himlelt, This is ſuch. 


an-inftance of wickedneſs as we can ſcarce think. of without aſto- 


niſhment, fo that were Men ſuppoſed ſerious in ſuch Imprecations,.. 


we muſt conclude that they are paſſionately deſirous of their own 


endleſs deſtruſtion, and impatient for - the execution of ir. So. 
that did we not fee the contrary, we ſhow'd be ſirongly tempted. 


2& think ſuch perſons ro be under the power of diftraftion and 


frenzy. Buy alas we find by the uſe of their Reaſon in other- 


matters, *tis only a voluntary Frenzy, a Madneſs that their athe- 


iſtical.- 


For if 'Curſers.really mean as they ſpeak, ( and-whart opinion- 
muſt we entertain of their truth and. honeſty.if they do not 2.) 
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iſtical Temper and their outragious Paſſions are the only cauſes” 
of. 

2. Profane Curſing expreſſes. a very inſolent contempt of the great 
God. 

I know indeed many uſe ſuch Car/es againſt others as words of 
courſe to expreſs their paſſion by. And therefore wou'd be ready 
to think we wrong e'm if we ſhowd ſuppoſe their inward i»tenti- 
ons as uncharitable as their exprefſons: And perhaps it may berea- 
ſonably though: that few of thoſe have arriv'd to ſuch a heighr of 
diabolical malice who yet too commonly uſe this helliſh language. 
Buc what apology then can ſuch perſons make for their bold abuſe 
of the vindictive juſtice of God, when by their Curſes they make 
ſuch raſh: and ſcrſeleſs addreſſes ro it to execute the diftates of- 
their unruly. paſſion & rage? As if the Yexgeance of the univerſal- 
Sovereign and Judg of the whole Earth were to be at our beck to- 
accompliſh every wicked Imprecation that our Anger or Malice 
prompts usco utter!” Can we imagin- the Hearts of- thoſe to be: 
polleſs'd with any deep veneration for that great and terrible Ma- 
jefty, who can find nothing elſe to trifle with or vent their haſty 
paſſion by, but his zremendons vinditive Righteouſue(s and his final- 

ſentence. of eternal Damation > For ſure if we either conftder'd or 
b:zliey'd what theſe things mean, we ſhou'd nor dare to play with- 
thoſe edged Tools, nor with that Pool (mention'd Prov.:26. 18:) caſt: 
forth Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, and then pretend we are bur- 
in ſport or in poſſion. This is plainly to affront that very Attribute 
of God which above all others claims our proſoundeſt dread, and- 
ſhou'd rather flrike us with Terror and Trembling. 

And tor.the ſin of Men's curfag themſetves, it argues an almoſt: 
incredible contempt of the Divine Vengeance. So that were not 
our Ears often grated with this language, it cou'd ſcarce be thought 
that any cou'd arrive to ſuch a pitch of deſperate and daring Impis- 
ety. For theſe Curſes are ſuch a bold and open defiance of the glo» 
rious Majeſty of Heaven, as we may well queſtion whether Devils: 
themſelves are puilty of, For they are ſaid to believe and tremble. 
Fam.2.19. -Theyare repreſented as beſeeching our Saviour that he: 
wwou'd not torment e'm before the. time. Matth, 8. v. 29. Luk. 8:v. 28. 

E. 2 _ Where. 
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Whereas the more ':»/o/ext and fearleſs ſinners of our Age, do with 
an unheard of impudence challenge the Fafice of God as if it were 
roo «ſow in it's execution, and call for their own damnation as if it 
were too /org a coming. What tho they pretend they do not wiſh 
it-zn good carne/t-2 Showd they give a righteous God ſo prear pro: 
vocation to take them at their word, and fulfil cheir bold Imprecari- 
or? Can they find nothing to zrifle with and abuſe bur his zremex- 
dous Vengeimee, Nothing to ſport with *but Hell and Damnation? 
Show'd not ſuch.gaz/ty Creatures rather tremble at the thoughts of 
the /iving God, and dread to fall into his avenging hands? Shou'd 
ſuch dry ſtubble thus provoke or play with the Conſuming Fire? Hebr. 
x2. #/t. Is he the everlaſting King and Judg, at whoſe Wrath the 
"Earth trembles, and the Nations are not able to abide his Indignation, 
and ſhall every deſpicable Criminal and Maleſa&tor with a deſperate 
madneſs thus dare his Almighty Power, and challenge his Vin- 
di&tive Arm, thus fretch out his hand againſt God, and flirexgther 
himſelf againſt the Almighty, thus run upen him, 'even-upon his Neck 
and upon the thick beſſes of his Buckler? ( To uſe the-Elegant Ex-: 
preſſions of Elzphaz, Fob. 15, 25, 26.) How -monflrous and 

amazing Impiety and folly is this ? Bur 

Thirdly 1 proceed to argue againſt theſe Yices from the aw(u! 
Threats of God denounc't againſt them. 

And as both theſe Sins (it we will allow the third Precept of 
the Decalogue that latitude and extent that our Saviour's Expoſi- 
tion-pives it) arc a Taking Gods ho!y Name in vain, z e. a very pre- 
ſempruous irreverent abule. ot ir, ſo there is a very terrible Threat- 
ning annext againſt the Breachers of it, The Lord will not hold 
him guiltleſs that takes his Name in vain, Exod. 20. 7. 4. e. He 
will vindicate the glory of his facred Name by ſeverely puniſh- 
ing thoſe that treat ic with ſuch protane Indignity and contempr. 
And agreably hereto the Ap. Fames, enforces this Caution wo? ro 
ſwear at all, with this Argument, Leaſt you fall into -condemnation. 
James, 5, V. 12. { For ſo moſt cupys read ir, tho if we ſhou'd 
read it ( as ſome do.) &; vane, Leaſt you fall into hypocriſy, 
K will confirm the Argument aguinlt Common 5wearing irom it's. 
tendency to involve men in the guilt of Perjury ) Thus to have 

| our 


*<ur Mouths -fu/! of Curfirg and Bitterneſs, is one of thoſefins'thit 
render men obnoxions to the Vengeance of God, Rom. 3. 14. compard 
with verſ. 19. And our Saviour plainly intimates to us, That ex- 
cept in this point of ſwearing our Righteouſneſs exceed that oof the 
Scribes and Phariſees (tho they allow'd only commen ſwearing by 
Creatures) we-cannot enter into. the Kingdom of God. Matth. 5. 20. 
And as theſe peneral Threatnings give all common Swearers and 
Curſers ſo-juſt reaſon to fear the ſame eternal Yexgeance and Wrath 
that's now reveal'd from Heaven agataſt all ungodlineſs of Men, (and 
conſequently againſt theſe palpable inſtances of it) Roy. r. 18, So 
other paſſages of Scripture'plainly imply theſe Sins to be-among 
the number of thoſe :crying provecations, that uſually draw down 
temporal Judgments, and even publick ones where they generally a- 
bound and reign uncontroul'd. Thus Hof. 4. 2, 3. In the Cata: 
logue of thoſe ices for which the Land. ts ſaid-to moury ( 3.e. thro 
the diſmal Calamities they enrail upon it) Swearing leads the way, 
and is follow'd by Lying, Killing, Theft, and Adultery. (Crimes of 
the firſt magnitude.) To the ſame purpoſe we read, Fer. 23. 10. 
Becauſe of Swearing (or as your Margin reads it, Car/ing ) the 
Land mourns Thus the flying Roll of the Praphet Zachary full of 
Curſes is levell'd againſt the Swearer in general, as well as the Falſe 
Swearer, bringing with it a fatal conſumption on his very Houſe 
and Family; as it a Righteous God was reſoly'd to raſe their 
Name out of this Earth that ſo pollgre and diſhenour his. Zech. 5. 
2, 3» 445: 

I come now in the | | 

Fourth and laſt place, to argue againſt theſe Sins from the weak- 
2/5 and folly of thoſe pretences that are alledg'd ts excuſe and exte- 
whate Cm. | 

It has been often and juſtly objeQted againſt profane ſwearing; 
That no Man has any ſhew of temptation to it. In other Crimes 
the Devil propoſes ſome ſpecious Bait, ſome ſenſual Pleaſure or 
worldly advantage. And tho this will no way juſtify our known 
violation of any Laws of God, who propoſes Arczuments to coun- 
tervail theſe of infinitely higher moment, yet a Man's being drawn 
to ſin chiefly by ſuch allucemenrs, ſeems art leaſt to argue, rhar he 

| F 
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chooſes the ſin: principally for. the gain and the pleaſure's ſake? 


. Thar he is not afted by meer- contempt of the authority of God ;: 
and wou'd not have. tranſgreſs'c his Commands, it they had nor: 
iaterfer'd with-his ſecular profir, or ſenſual delight. Bur tho this 
be in it ſelf- a very ſorry precence,. and a ſmali extenuation of a. 
man's guilt, yet even this is more then the common ſwearer-can ſay 
for himfelf. He cannot pretend chat he pleaſes his Senſes or Appe-- 
zrtes by thus wounding his Conſcience: His numcrous Onths increaſe 
no other 7reaſures bur thoſe of Dzvixe Wrath: No paſſion of human 
Nature ſeems pgratify'd by this fin, unleſs it be a wretched maligni- 
ty and e/pight againſt the bleſſed God himfelf. So that the com- 
on ſwearer Of all men ſeems to ſerve the Devil for nought and to. 
bs wicked for meer wickedueſs ſake. 

| And whar is fo juſtly ſaid of profane ſwearing. may be in a preat- 

| meaſure applycd to cwrfing too, For men cannot pretend to 

gratiſy. any other paſſion by it but that of Revenge; and theyare 

fo far from attaining this end, thar their Curſes uſually return on. 

their own ZZeads, and like a reco)ling Gun only wound and miſchieve- 
_ theſe that let it off:- | ; 

Bur fince theſe Yices-are praftiv'd by many that pretend to w#?- 
and ſexſe, we ſhou'd perhaps affront their judgment if we ſhou'd 
ſuppoſe they had nothing to fay for themſelves. And therefore ir 
will be here requiſice to rake notice of ſuch Pleas or Excuſes as they. 
uſpally offer. And > 

Firſt ſome alledp, That they rarely Swear or Curſe but when they. 
are in paſſion, and in that caſe they find it hard to forbear, and hepe 
their paſſion will at leaſt very much excuſe their fault. 

To thew the vanity of this precence, I ſhall only. ſuggeſt the 
tollowing particulars. 

r. Such anger it ſelf, if it exceed the bounds preſcrib'd by the Law. 
of God, is very finſul; and much more when it tranſports a Man to ſuch 
Snſtances of profaneneſs and impiety as theſe. It he that calls a Man 
Fool in paſſion be in davger of Hell-fire, Matth. 5. 23. what is he 
that furiouſly damns him to thePit of Hell it ſelf > So that paſſion is. 
n9 better excuſe for ſwearing and curſing then 'tis for the Murders, 
which ſo many commit in the heat of blood. As nothing will o 
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tisfy ſuch Murderers upon every flight injury but the Hood of him 


that has done ir, ſo nothing will ſatisfy the Carſer but his Dam-- 


mation. 

2, Whatever temptation injuries may give us in our paſſion to curſe 
theſe that dlo em, they cannot be pretended as any temptation to pro- 
fane ſwearing. 

Suppoſe that thy fellow creature has offer'd thee never fo great 
an affront which thy paſſion prompts thee to revenge, is that any 
rolcrable plea why thou-ſhould'ſt execute that revenge upon thy 
Maker > Is it he thar has done thee harm >- Is it againſt 4;m thog 
art incens't > Or haſt thou no batter way to retaliate the wrongs 
of thy Enemy, then by doing a far greater injury to the author of 
thy Being and the great Benefattor of thy Lite 2 Are their provo- 
cations any ground for thy tearing and defiling his ſacred Name, 
by whoſe power thou art every moment preſcrv'd, and on whoſe 
daily care and innumerable benefirs, thy lite ic felt and the contt- 
nued comfort therect depends? How ſex{cleſly doſt rhou purſue 
thy Revenge; When to vent thy indignation againſt h7#1 that has 
done thee ſome (perhaps inconfderable) evil, thou flyeſt in the face 
of thy be/t Friend, and offereſt the vileſt indignity to hem that has 
done thee the greate# good? This ſure is ſuch an inſtance of ſtupid. 
ſolly and maanels as can hardly be parallei'd. | 

3. No Provocation can juſtiſy our Curfing thoſe that effer tt. 

For all Curſes arc but the gratification of that private Re- 
verge Which the divine Law has ſtrictly forbidden. . And indeed 
a.Propenſirty thereto is one ef the moſt noted Lineaments-of the 
Devil's Image-upon us, and moſt oppoſite to that Goodneſs which: 
is the brighteſt part of the amiable Image of God, "Tis the cha- 
rater of his children, To /ove their Enemys, Tobleſs thoſe that- 
curſe them, and to pray for thoſe that deſpitetully uſe and perſecute then. 
Whereas to wiſh Evii to others as well as to ds it to them, are 
paſſions that are only kindled from the fire of Fell, And how un- 
reaſonable are the W:/hes themſelves conſidering the ſmaineſs of the 
occaſion? Another has given thee z/! words, or done thee ſome: 


petty injury, or perhaps only crofs't thy unreaſonable humour, and for- 
this, chou deſireſt he- may fall under the direful Curſe of God, and: 
p F, | be: 
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te damn'd to endleſs miſery. Is there any thing-bur monſtrous en- 


charitableneſs and deviliſh ſpire in ſuch* wiſhes.2 Or if thou pre-. 


tendeſt that thou doſt not really deſire ir, but only ſpeakeſt ſuch 
words to expreſs thy deep reſentment of the Injury receivid, haſt 


thou no other way to make thy fellow-creature ſenſible of the wrong 


he has done, bur ſuch raſh addreſſes to the terrible vengeance of 
God? Canſt thou find nothing for thy paflion to abuſe but his zre. 
mendous Fudgments> Will no Language ſerve thee tro vent thy dil- 
pleaſure in, bur ſuch as is fitter for an /zcarnate Feind then a pro- 


{efſed Chriſtian? Nay ſince thy traſh Curſes can do no harm to 


thoſe they are darted againſt, bur do truly arm the vengeance of 
God againſt thy ſelf, whilſt thou really hazard thy ewn Damnation 
mecr:y for the fatis{aftion of thy Revenge in vaznly wiſhing zheir's > 
And tor men's Curfing themſelves 'tis a yet more amazing height of 
Folly, becauſe others have done us a ſmall wroxg to wiſh our own 
eternal ruine, and give the Juſtice of God the higheſt provecation to 
EXECULE It. 

Secendly others pretend, That there's no way ſo proper for &m to 
keep their Tufericrs in awe, as by ſuch language as this That a ſaw- 
cy Servant, or bold Clown cax no way be ſo eafily humbled and fright- 
ved into his duty as by a welley of Oaths aud Curſes, and will ſcarce 
think a Man in good carneft offended with him unleſs he ſwear and 
amn. 

To this pretence I ſhall only ſay theſe two things. 

T. This is uo more then a bare pretence. There are thouſands in 

the World that know well enough how to keep their Inferiors in 
due awe and ſubjetion without any tuch «»ha/lowed arts of Go- 
vernment. And thoſe that will nor be frightned with the grave 
threats and frowns of ſuch as have a juft right to chaſtize their In- 
ſolence, will as ſtifly ſtand che ſhock of an empty peal of Oaths 
and Curſes, Whereas it they find that a Superior puncCtually makes 
his threats good, they'l as readily beizeve e'm for the ſuture as it 
he ſwore to &'m. | 

2. AS this is but a rneer prezence, fo 'tis a very unreaſonable and 


enſeleſs one, 
is 
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"Ts it's matter of fuch concern to keep thy Taſeriors in awe, thit 


' thou ſhoudſt ſcruple no means that tend to it? To treat'them with' 


extravagant paſſion or barbarous ſeverity wou'd as effeftually do'ir. 
Burt wou'd the attaining of that end excuſe the uſe of ſuck inhuman - 
means? How mucn lefs then will it excuſe thy blaſphemous Inſo- 
lence againſt God 2 Haſt thou no other way to make others ſtand 
in fear of thee, then by aſſuming the: charater of the unjuſt Jude, 
who acither ſeared God'ner regarded Man? Luke, 18, x. Canft 
thou find no better expedient to-prevent the affrovts of others, then 
by offering thy ſelf the moſt daring -«dignitys unto the Maje/ty of 
Eeavex > Muſt nothing but his adorable name ſerve thee to hedor 
and rant with? Is there no way of perſuading others that thou art 
angry with them bur by calling on him to wamy them, as il his im- 
partial Juftice were at the call and command of every ſuch wild 
Fury as thy ſelf 2? wo 

Thirdly others pretend, That they have no other end in Swearing 
and Curling but to perſwade others of the truth of what they ſay. 

Anſwer 1. 7his can juſtify no Qaths but what we uſe en ſolemn Occa- 
lions, where” ſome important but doubted truth needs to be confirm'd by 
human Teftimovwy. And in ſuch Ceſes ſolemn appeais tro God by 
Ozths are.allowable. | | 

2. Oaths ordinarily us d in common Converſation are no proper 
means to attain any ſuch end as the giving credit ts our Aſſertions. 
It thou art a Man of known Veracity and Truth fuch Oaths 
are in ordinary Converſe altogether needleſs, and thy bare affirma- 
tion will be ſufficient without them. Why then ſhoud'ſt thou call 
thy own honeſty into queſtion, by aCting as if thou ſuppoſed'ſt 
that no man will believe thy bare Word without thy Oath to con- 
firm ir2 But it thy Veracity.be really doubted by thoſe thou con- 
yerſeſt with, thy raſh multiply'd Oaths will ſignify little to remove 
their ſuſpicion, | For thoſe with whom Swearing is a'cu/{emary 
thing, and Oaths but words of courſe, no wiſe man will ever lay a 
preater ſtreſs upon them then upon their naked affirmations. For 
he that ſcarce ſpeaks without an Oath, it he be given to Lying, is 
85 prone toſwear when he /peats falſe as when be ſpeaks rrac, and 
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te damn'd to endleſs miſery. Is there any thing-but monſtrous en. 


charitableneſs and deviliſh ſpire in ſuch* wiſhes: Or if thou pre- 


tendeſt that thou doſt not really defire ir, but only ſpeakeſt ſuch 
words to expreſs thy deep reſentment of the Injury receiv'd, haſt 
thou no other way to make thy fe/low-creature ſenſible of the wrong 
he has done, bur ſuch raſh addreſſes to the terrible vengeance of 
God? Canſt thou find nothing for thy patſion to abuſe but his zre. 
mendous Fudgments> Will no Language ſerve thee to vent thy dil- 
pleaſure in, bur ſuch as is ficter for an /acarnate Feind then a pro- 
fefſed Chriſtian? Nay ſince thy raſh Curſes can do no harm to 
thoſe they are darted againſt, but do truly arm the vengeance of 
God againſt thy ſelf, whilſt thou really hazard thy ewn Damnation 
mecr:y for the fatisfation of thy Revenge in vaznly wiſhing their's > 
And for men's Curfing themſelves 'tis a yet more amazing height of 
Folly, becauſe others have done us a ſmall wroxg to wiſh our own 
eternal ruine, and give the Juſtice of God the higheſt provecation to 
EXECULE It. 

Secendly others pretend, That there's no way ſo proper for &m to 
keep their Tufericrs in awe, as by ſuch language as this. That a ſaw- 
cy Servant, or bold Clown can no way be ſo eafily humbled and fright- 
ved into his duty as by a wolley of Oaths aud Curſes, and will ſcarce 
think a Man in geod earneſt offended with him unleſs he ſwear and 
Aatnn. 

To this pretence I ſhall only ſzy theſe two things. 

Tr. This is xo more then a bare pretence. There are thoufands in 

the World that know well enough how to keep their Inferiors in 
due awe and ſubjetion without any tuch «»ba/lowed arts of Go- 
vernment. And thoſe that will nor be frightned with the grave 
threats and frowns of ſuch as have a yuft right to chaſtize their In- 
ſolence, will as ſtifly ſtand the ſhock of an empty peal of Oaths 
and Curſes, Whereas it they find that a Superior punCtually makes 
his threats good, chey'l as readily beizeve &'m for the ſuture as it 
he /wore to &'m. | 

2. As this is but a meer pretence, ſo 'tis a very unreaſonable and 


Fenſeleſs one. 
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Ts it a matter of fuch concern to keep thy Inferiors in awe, 'thit 


' thou ſhoudft ſcruple no means that tend to it? To treat'them with 


extravagant paſſion or barbarous ſeverity wou'd as effeAually do'ir. 
Bur wou'd the attaining of that end excuſe the uſe of fuck inhuman - 
means'? How much leſs then will it excuſe thy blaſphemous Inſo- 
lence againſt God 2 Haſt theu no other way to make others ſtand 
in fear of thee, then by aſſuming the: charatter of the unjuſt Judg,: 
who aeither feared God ner regarded Man? Luke, 18, 2. Canft 
thou find no better expedient to-prevent the afrovts of others, then 
by offering thy ſelf the moſt daring /udignitys unto the Maje/ty of 
Eaves > Muſt nothing but his adorable name ſerve thee to hedor 
and rant with? Is there no way of perſuading others that thou art 
angry with them bur by calling on him to wamg them, as il his im- 
partial Juftice were at the call and command*'of every fuch wild 
Fury as thy ſelf 2 a 

Thirdly others pretend, That they have no other exd in Searing 
and Curling but to perſmade others of the truth of what they ſay. 

Anſwer 1. This can juſtify no Qaths but what we uſe en ſolemn Octa- 
/iows, where” ſeme important but doubted truth needs ts be confirm d by 
human Teftimovwy. And in ſuch Ceſes ſolemn appeais tro God by 
Oaths are allowable. | 

2. Oaths ordinarily us'd in common Converſation are no proper - 
means to attain any ſuch end as the giving credit ts our Aſſertions. 
It thou art a Man of known Veracity and Truth ſuch Oaths 
arc in ordinary Converſe altogether needlefs, and thy bare affirma- 
tion Will be ſufficient without them. Why then ſhoud'ſt thou call 
thy own honeſty into queſtion, by atting as if thou ſuppoſed'ſt 
that no man will believe thy bare Word without thy Oath to con- 
firm it? But it thy Veracity.be really doubted by thoſe thou con- 
yerſeſt with, thy raſh multiply'd Oaths will fignity little to remove 
their ſuſpicion, For thoſe with whom Swearing is a'cu/{emary 
thing, and Oaths but words of courſe, no wiſe man will ever lay a 
greater ſtreſs upon them then upon their nated affirmations. For 
he that ſcarce ſpeaks without an Oath, it he be given to Lyzxg, is 


5 prone to ſwear when he /peats falſe as when be ſpeaks true, and 
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iadeed ordinarily ſcarce obſerves or conſiders when he /wears-and- - 
When he dos not. Nay 

3- Cuſtomary Swearing rather diſſerves. and croſſes this very eng 
that 14 pretended to Excuſe it. | 

For Swearing and Lying are ſo neerly ally'd, and ſo ſeldom ſepes 
rated, that he that will do the ove, it may. be ſtrongly. preſum'd 
he will not much ſcruple the oher. What can give us a probable 
ground to conclude a mans Veracity but this, That he ſeems. to, 
bave.the fear of Ged before his Eyes.. So thatif a Man appear de- 
voy'd of that, we have little ſecurity of the truth of what he ſays. 
And what can give us a juſter ſuſpitien of that, then that- he has. 
no ſear. of an Oath, and no reverence:for the ſacred Name of God? . 
And mankind have penerally. ſo true a ſence of this, that with all 
but a few weak and {ily people, The more. a man Swears the Jeff 5 
he is &e/zevd, and his very.multiply'd raſh Oaths raiſe a ſuſpicion of 
= cruth of what he ſpeaks when there is ſcarce any other ground 

or. it. | 

Fourthly others pretend, that they have got ſuch a Cuſtom of Sweard.. 
ng that they cannot leave it.. 

To this Plaa I ſhall only give this brief Reply. 

r. If. men ſhou'd alledg the. ſame pretence for ether Sins they word 
eafily ſee the folly of it. 

So has manya Drunkard .an untoward.inveterate. Cuſtom of mak. 
ing a Beaſt of himſelf, Many a Thief can hardly forbear 'prilfering. 
when he has a tempting opportunity. Many are ſo habituated to . 
Lying that they can ſcaree tell when they .do it. And ſome mens . 
Brutal Luis ſeem to hurry them. with an uncontrouled violence. 
But fure this is thought in all other Caſes . a horrible aggravation. 
of men's Sins, becauſe ir ſhews that they. have by long practice ſo . 
Nupify'd their Conſciences. that they make little or. no reſiſtance. 

ainſt Temptations, being now become ſeared and paſt ſeeling.. 

And ſhall that then be thought -co Excuſe the guilt of Swearers that. 

heightens the guilc of all other Sinners? How comes this DialeCt- 
of Hell to be ſo familiar.ro thee, but by the frequent endulged uſe. 
of it? . And dos that abate _the Crime and render it leſs hainous. 
and deteſtable?. be | 2, Mep., 
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s. Mtn are under no preater inability to leave this fry thin s* 
ebers: | 
'Tis a plain evidence, That mens pretences that they cannot for- 
bear are but unreaſonable, when the moſt deſperate Swearer can- 
refrain in company. that he ſtands in any awe of. The very fear- 
of the penalty has already laid a confiderable reſtraint on this Vice. 
And if men wou'd once uſe their conſidering powers, ſhou'd not 
the fear of God-do as-much to curb em as the ſear of Mex? Be- 
fades the grace of God is not wanting to ſincere endeavours. He - 
chat calls us to Repentance for this and all other. ſins, can-upon our- 
humble application to him, give us flirength to perform our ſerious - 
purpoſes of ir. 

3. If thou canft not leave this wretched habit of Swearing and Cur- 
fing, there's no remedy but to ſuffer the Vengeance denounc't againk* 

wch fins: | 

- Is it cafomary to thee to ſwear and damy, fo is it cuſtomary with 
a righteous God to avenge ſuch abuſe of his holy Name and cox- 
tempt of his Terrible Juſtice. It thou canft not reform. thy pra- 
Qice ſo neither can he repent of his dreadful Threatnings. . If thy 
inveterate wickedneſs lay thee under ſuch a weceſity of going on 
to fin, ſo will his inflexible Juſtice lay him under a necftety of puniſh - 
ing ſuch incorrigible finners. Burt ſure *cis far cafier tor thee to + 
change thy . temper and practiee then tor a juſt God: to chavge his- 
own nature, or to falſify the truth of his word. 

Fiſthly, ſome pretend, 7hat ſwearing is ſo much in faſhion that * 
they ſhowd. be ridicuPd as preciſe and fingalar if they ſcrupled' 
Fl 
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To this I wou'd only reply. 

1. 1f Swearing be in faſhion, "tis Jo far from-beiug @ Mode peculiar 
to Perſons of Quality and Birth, that *tis. rather maſt usd by the ery » 
ſcum of mankind. | 
Ia this point of reeding,. a Porter or Coachman can vye With a+ 
Gentleman or Lord, and the meaneſt Centinel or Tarpawiin equal the 
moſt hufing Officer.. And indeed *tis fo far from adding any real ' 
grace or decency to men's language, that nothing uſually renders-- 
men's diſcourſes more fottiſh , ſenſcleſs, more rude and —_— 
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-ner'd then the 'Oaths and Curſes wherewith they /ard it. $o that 
were it not for grating upon the Ears of devout people, nothins- 
cou'd do (more to put men out of countenance with their he!lith 
Eanguage then to repeat it to them. The Reader may ſee an In- 
ftance hereot in the late ingenious Author of the Eſſays upon Projetts. 


_ For TI am loth to defile this paper with ſo abewinable /tufF 


2. If it be in faſhicn to Swear and Curſe , it mul} needs be account- 
ed a very odious one to all that have nat quite ras't all ſence of piety 
ot of their minds. 

For nothing can ever make Swearing and Damning pals juſtly 
for a picce of good breedrng till we can perſwade the World, 'tis a 
piece of commendable Gallantry ro deſpiſe and defy the Deity, 
and that robe a Rebel againſt the Laws of Heaven is the trueſt 
Eads of honowr upon Farth, So that till profeſſed Atheiſm come in 
vogue, and Yice be capable of exnobling a man's blood, theſe Inſtan- 
ces of profaneſs will never paſs for marks of Genz/lity, and to be 
a Swearer and Curſer will never be reckow'd among men's 7zles 
of FTonour. | 

3. Let theſe Fices be never ſo common, No man ſhou'd Swear and 
Curſe for company that is not content to be damned for company tco. 

I: men muſt needs go with a multitnde to af» Evil, they know 
whither the $Sroud way will lead em. Bur ſure *cis much betrer 
re hazard the reproach of being {gular and preciſe then out of 
compliance with ſo dcteſtable a faſhion to venture upon periſhing 
for ever. Tis too great a complaiſ{axce to & /ewd age to go 2 Hcl 
With e'm, and that for norhing. 

Laſily, ſome may pothbly pretend, That they at leaſt may be al- 
low'd ts Swear and Curſe, becauſe they believe neither Gsd nor Devil, 
meither Heaven nor Hell. 

1 muſt confeſs this is the moſt ſpecicus Plea thit can he alledg'd 
ſor ſuch praftices. For he that believes wo Ger! 5125 formic pretence 
co make bold with what lhe takes to bs an emp? mwame. He has no - 


| fear of divine Juſtice ro reſtrain him from as infclent Jefrance of it, 


Kis Actions and his Principles are both of 2 piece. And yet even 
ro ſuch 'I wou'd ſuggeſt what is ſufficient to difluade &m {rom 
Swearing and Carfing. For | 
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T. This pretence cannot excuſe theſe Vices from'radentſs and 1/1 
FHARWETS. K 
There is no Man that pretends to the Education of a Gentle- 
man, but will think it highly uncivil without the leaſt provocation, 
to abuſe any the Company has a great reſpe& for. Sure then 
that good breeding itſelf which Arheiftical perſons ſometimes boaſt 
of, ſhou'd' reſtrain them from. wounding the Ears of thoſe that be- 
lieve and reverence a Deity, with ſuch profane abuſe of his adored 
Name. Eſpecialy when thereby they violate the publick Laws 
and affront the authority of the Nation. 'Tis a great indecency to 
treat with contemp? what the generality of mankind pay the high: 
eſt Fexeration to. And if every Loyal Subje& reſent it as a great 
provocation to hear his Prince abus'd and vilify'd, they cannot 
imagine it a leſs offence to every good Man, to hear that Bleſſed 
Being treated with ſuch open Indignity to whom he bears the high- 
eſt reverence and affeftion. And indeed in what pious Soul wou'd 
it notraiſe zuſt horror and Indignation to hear that Eternal Ma- 
zeſty, whom Angels adore and belore whom Devils tremble, made 
the May-game and fcorn of every irreligious and leud Buffoon 2 

2. Even Tntereſt it ſelf ſhou'd reſtrain Atbeiflical Perſons from 
theſe Vices. 

For *cis certain they pet nothing by them. The Age is not yet fo 
-degeneratethat meer Damning will qualify a man for preferment. And 
the moſt brutiſh Zpicure-might enjoy all his beloved pleaſares and 
never miſs that of Swearing. Now if there be no advantage ro 
be had by theſe fins, 'tis much ſafer to let them alone. For after 
all the confidence of Atheiſts, "cis poſſible there may be a God and - 
a Life to come. So that it their great confidence ſhow'd in this 
point deceive them, { as moſt certainly it will) they'l find that 
their Oaths and Curſes will but encreaſe the ſcore of their Guilt, 
and render the fight of their incenſed Judg more unſupportable 
to them. For among all their other fins ( as T have already fug- 
geſted) they'l find no ſhaddow of Excuſe for theſe. And in- 
deed no man ſhou'd commit them but he who is willing to run the 
hazard of Damnation for the meer pleaſure of being wicked. 
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i'fhall'only to theſe Arguments which are more direQly ſuited 
to profeſſed Chriſtians, ſubjoyn the Judgment of the more ſober 
Heathens in reference to the fin of Swearing, if poſlible ro ſhame 
em our of it, Plato in his Book de Legibas mentions it as a com? 
mendabie Inſtirurion, 7hat none ſhould pollute the Names of the God's 
by a ſlight cultemary mention of e's Hierocles recommends Swear: 
ing rarely as neceſſary to preſerve the due reverence of an Oath, and 
ſpeaks of common Swearing as the high Read'to Perjury, Quinti- 
lian tells us, a grave-Man ſhould net Swear except in caſes of neceſſity: 


And Fpiftetus adviſes, z/ poſſible to avoid it: Tfocrates allows Oaths 


only in two cafes, either to wvindieate one's Innocence, or to ſave 
one's Self- or Friends from unjuſt Puniſhment. And ture ſuch firict 
Maximes deliver'd by Pagan Moralifts ſhou'd make the very blood 
riſe in the face of thoſe pretended Chrift ans, who tall ſo tar ſhort of 
their excellent-Rules, and much more ot thoſe of our Bleffed Savi- 
our. For if we that enjoy the light of fo glorious and cicar-a Re. 
velation, do not prattiſe-whatthe very Light of Nature diCtares, c, 
ven Pagars will riſe up in Jadgment againſt us to reproach and cons 
Aemn vs. 

And now I wou'd entreat-the Swearers and Curſers: of the Ape 
(if they have not quite extinguiſh their power of thinking * ſeriouſ> 
ty to-confider-theſe plain Arguments, in which-they'l find no rhe- 
corical ageravations, but a naked repreſentation of theſe Vices im 
theirs #atzve.but agly hue. Which it they wou'd impartially do, 
one-wou'd hope, unleſs they have quite abandon'd their Reaſon, 
they cannot withſtand the evidence of Truth in &'m;, nor go on in 
theſe. wretched praQtices without offering as ungrateſul violence to 
their own Coxſciences, as their profane-language has long done to 


the Ears of all good Men.. 


Having difpatche this-firſt Head, T come: 

W. 7o offer ſomething for exciting both Magiſtrates and Private 
Perfons- to their duty in order to the ſuppreſſing theſe Vices by the ef- 
feftaal execution of the Law lately made againſt e'm. 

I begin with Magi/trates. I know indeed the Pexalty which the 
4X it ſclt lays on the Juftices of Feace in caſe they tail of thsir du. 

Ty 
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ry in executing it, may ſeem to make it need!els to urge &'m to 
it. Yet ſince all Magiſtrates-may do much to promote the deſign 


of this 4:7, by exconraging Informations, by concealing the Name of 
the Informer (where the diſcovery of it is no way neceſſary, nor 


can be legally demanded); and by ſeverely puniſhing any Revenge * » 


that Convifted Perſons may execute on others for informing againſt e'mz 
F ſhall only briefly ſuggeſt a few conſiderations to em. | 

s Tour zeal for the howour of Almighty God ſhou!d prompt you to ds 
your utmoſt for the ſuppreſſion of theſe Yices. 

You alk pretend ro make this one deſign of your publick Admi- 
niſftrarions: The great God purs'an eminent opporrunity into your 
hands to manifeſt the. ſincerity of your pretenſions. It then yow 
have any devour and affeQionate Veneration for that Bleſſed and 
only Potentare, any real concern for his honour and for the uncon? 
reſted inrereſt of Religion, you have now a fair occafton to ſhew it. 
And if you emprove it:not, God and all good Men will join in con: 
_—_— your inexcuſable /akewarmneſs in ſo juſt and glorious a 

auſs. 
| 2. Tour regard to the- publick” fafety ſhould alſo engage. you to 
z. | 
You ofr pretend a mighty zeal for the Publick Good” Now 
What can you do more likely to ſubſerve that truly valuable end; 
then by ſtopping that rorrent of Impiety and Profaneneſs that 
is otherwiſe like to overflow us again with-new and heavier.Calai 
Mites ? | 

I doubt not but all good men are ſully perſuaded, That our re* 
lapſing into theſe and other Vices has had a preat influence on the 
prolonging the ſuccefles and triumphs of our Enemies, and the re- 
rarding our happy ſettlement. So that our kopes of a more fa- 
Vourable providence to make a happy change in the ſcene of our 
publick Afﬀairs chiefly depend on the ſueceſs of theſe attempts of z 
neceſhiry and general Reformation. And thoſe will do the trueft 
ſervice to their Country that are moſt inflrumental and ative in- 
promoting 1f. 

3. Tour concern for your own final account ſhoud effeftnally excite- 


yeu to it. 
H 2. A3: 
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"As you profeſs ultimately to derive your Authority from God 


i - ithe Univerſal Sovereign, and Fountain of all civil power, ſo you 
-own your ſelves accountable to him. Shou'd you not then ſeri- 


ouſly think how the great Judg of the Earch will reſent ir, if you 


. trifle with fo great an advantage for vindicating and repairing his 


injured honour, and for reſtoring the Veneration due to his ſacred 


Name? And on the contrary. How highly he will approve of 


your fidelity, if you-now anſwer your charaCter by being. 7error 


#0 Evil-doers, If by the awe of your juſt authority, you force in- 


ſolent profaneneſs and-iniquity to op 7t's mourh, and caſt gs open 
contempt on theſe deteſtable Yzices, as they have done upon the 


g£/ory of God. Let not the puilt of theſe publick Crimes lye any 


longer at your door, by your connivance at them or the ſlackneſs 
of your Endeayours to reſtrain them , _ 

But T1 wou'd chiefly addreſs my ſelf to private Perſons. For 
fince you are ſo much coxcerr'd and are ſo neceſſary Iuſtruments in 
the Execution of this Law, it will be needful ro excite you to 
your duty. And therather becauſe whereas the Law it ſelt obliges 
the Magzſtrate to do his part, *Tis only Conſcience and a fincere re; 


-gard to the glory of God that can'excite you to do yours. And to en- 


gage you to it, I ſhall briefly ſuggeſt ts you the following parti- 
culars. | 

x. 'Tis your undoubted duty to contribute your Endeauours towards 
the ſuppreſſion of theſe deteflable Vices. 

You can no more queſtion this, then you can your Obliga- 
tions to advance the glory of God and promote a publick Retor- 
mation, ſo far as your private ſphere gives you fic opportunities for 
it. Thoſe did but perform their neceſſary duty that declar'd to 
Mefes the Blaſphemy of the Sox of Shelimith, Levit. 24. rt. Nor 
thoſe that found out and convicted Zdo/aters, Deut. 17. 4, 5.— 
And there are multitudes of private perſons that can never expect 
a more eminent advantage of publick uſefulneſs to be put into their 


Hands, So that their ſloth will be inexcuſable if chey make no 


-emproyement of fo valuable a Talent. And ſure in the preſent 


' conteſt between the Xingdow of God and that of Satay, berween tha: 


intereſt of Pzety and Yerive and that of Profaneneſs and Yice, no 
py | good 
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"food man oupht to ſtand Neurer, and think himſelf unconcern'd 
which prevails. Such a clear Cauſe requires and will zuſtity our 
' forward. Zeal, and here lukewarmneſs and indifferexty are truly dc- 
_ neftabls.  - 

2. Withoat your Endeavours the dehgn of this Law (viz the ſup- 
: preſſing theſe Vices) is like to be fruſtrated, and the guilt thereof will 
in this caſe the much upon yeur ſelves. For without [uformations there 
can be no Convidions and Ferfeitures, and conſequently Offenders 
will go on in bold defiance both to the Laws of God and May. So 
that it you ſhrink and give back, It you defiit irom your Endea- 
yours, from the conſideration of the ſmall rrouble and hazard of 
them, the declining Cauſe of Profaneneſs will again Bear up it's 
/ head, and endanger the overflowing the Land with a more irreſifti- 
ble violence then ir did before. You have now the fazre/# oppor? 
tunity put into your hands of promoting a publick Reformation» 
'fo that if you emprove it nor, the guilt of other men's -fin will be 
-in a great meaſure charg'd upon you. And will you that have fo 
often ſeem'd to pray ſo earneſtly tor the ſuppreſſion of theſe Vices 
decline ſo neceſſary endeavours to farther it ? Shall ſo glorious and 
fo blefied awork fink thro your Jukewarmneſs and indifferency 
'init> Do you pretend to /ament theſe abominable crimes, and 
will you not do what is ſo evidently in your power towards the 
craſhing of them 2 Shall the leud Swearers of the Age be more 
Zealous to profane then you to keep up the Reverence of God's Holy 

Name > 
3. There is a happy proſpet of ſucceſs in your Endeavours. L 
For if once /»formations become general by every good man's 
combining to do his part, Offenders will have no hope of Impanity. 
And Experience dos alrzady ſufficiently tell us, that how joxd ſo- 
ever men are of Swearing, yet they are /oth to pay for it; fo that 
we may hope in time they'l rather part with their O2#hs then with 
their Money. Nay we ſee that how inſolent ſoeyer theſe ſinners 
ſeem in outbraving the Juſtice of God, yet they are wonderfully 
appald and hang down their heads when a Conſtable ſurprizes them 
with a Warrant upon a ſecond or third Conviftion. And how 
much ſoever they were wont to gory in this vice, they do-not take 
| it 
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itfor ay great honour. to have their Names on publick record in the: 
Back Roll. In this Capital City Oaths are in a great meaſure (- 
lenc't in the /?reets and ſeck ſhelter in the Taverns and Ale-heuſes, 
nor are they altogether ſafe there. So that if you will bur pene-. 
rally concur with.unanimous zeal in giving in./nformations, there 
is little doubt bur the fear of the penalty will with the moſt effect 
what no other Arguments cowd hitherto do. And I hope your at- 
tempts in this Czty will ſet a Pazters that will in alittle time in-. 
fluence other parts of the Xingdow, and make the Reformation. 
C©niverſal 

4+ Ton have no ground to be either aſhaw'd or afraid in ſp neceſſa- 
ry and commendable a ſervice ts God and to the Intereſt of Religion. 

In this honourable Cauſe, that Name of an [former which in 
moſt other caſes has juſtly ſo z/4a ſound, is far from being any. 
mark of Reproach, For Offenders themſelves, if they wou'd ſpeak. 
impartially, cannot bur own your practice to be free. from any. 
fuſpicion of. mean and baſe ends. For what ſhow'd incite a man 
without the. lcaſt proſpe& of any advaztage-to himſelf, nay with . 
a certain proſpect of ſome 7rouble and danger, to do ſo wnielcome 
an Office, and ſo likely to di/ob/ige thoſe whom he wou'd reform, 
but a ſincere Zeal for the honour of God and for the Obſervance. 
of his Laws? They cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe you are aCted with. 
any othgr Spire and Malice, then a very ju/t and /audable . one 
againſt, Profaneneſs and Trreligzon. Nay ſhou'd thoſe you inform 
againſt, be ſo unreaſonable as eo miſinterpret and cenſure your 
Zeal, ſure the 4pprobation of the great God and of all good mey, 
ſhou'd ſufficiently counterballance their groundleſs Reproaches and 
Calumnys. And it will be-found in the great day of Trial a 
greater honour to have been a fazthful Informer againlt Vice, then 
a baſe Conniver at it, and a wretched Betrayer of the hontur of Ged ' 
and Religion. | 

Nor ſhou'd you be diſcourag'd by the hazard you- run of ex. 
poſing your ſelves to the malice or reverge. of Offenders. If Maz 
piſtrates wou'd bur as generaly encourage /rformations by refuſing ro 
diſcover the /aformzrs nam? withourtjult cauſe (as ſome few to their 
great honqur haye done ) this difficulty wou'd be in a great _ 

n ; ure . 
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ſare remov'd. But howeyer that be, you have the. prozeQ;on of th 
Faws as a ſecurity againſt the injuries of' any enrag'd Offenders, 
and I doubt not the Government wou'd puniſh e'm with a juſt ſe- 
verity. But *cis a far more conſiderable encouragement that you 
may expett the prozefion of the great God whoſe Cauſe you here- 
in ſo ſignally eſpouſe. And ſhowd your Zeal for his honour ex-- 
poſe you to any preſent diſadvantage, he can eaſily make it up in 
temporal Bleſſings, and will do it abundantly with eternal Rewards. 
And ſure we are not the real Diſciples of Chriſt, it every appear-- 
ance of difficulties can deter us from ſo evident a duty, it we dare” 
baulk ſo fignal a piece of ſervice, meerly becauſe we eannot do it- 
without ſome /e!f denyal and hazard. 

And if upon ſuch Conſiderations you reſolve upon theaithful. 


diſcharge of your Duty, it will be eaſy to find our the moſt proper: #1 


method of doing it. There are many in this City engag'd in tha 
excellent work: to whom you- may adjoyn your ſelves. And in- 
deed if every Pariſh had ſtated and ſele& Conſults, they might 
aarry on this great and pious deſign with preater regularity, order 
and ſucceſs by their mutual advice-and reſolution: 


It remains now 

IIT. To enquire into the grounds of thiſe loud Complaints lately made 
againſt private Informations. 

'Tis evident, That the Ad again Swearing dos no way require. 
that the Offender ſhowd be preſent, when the /vformation is giver 
againſt him. Nor dos any Clauſe in it eblige the Fuftices of the 
Peace to diſcover the 1»former's Name, when the Offender dos not 
diſpute the matter of fact. So that there is no pretence of this me- 
thod (of receiving private Informations upon Oath, and concealing 
the Informer's Name when there's yo juſt cauſe of: declaring it) being 
any way oppoſite to the deſign of this 4, and *cis evident on the 
contrary that it highly tends to promote the preat end of it. 

But fince there are ſeveral OZjefZons rais'd againft ir, T'ſhall briei- 
ly conſider the moſt material I have yer met with. 

7. Some alledg, That 'tis contrary to natural Fuſftice and Equity, 
aud to the courſe of, the Law in other caſes, that a man (hou'd be con» 

I 2: vided 
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-wifted and” puniſht for a Crime, without having his Accuſer brought 
face to face, at leaſt without ſo much as knowing who he zs. 


Anſw. This O5jefion cou'd indeed admit of no Reply, if the 


"Accuſed perſon, even when he complains of being wrong'd, cou'd 


no way know, who his Accuſer is, and were debarr'd from the 
priviledg both of defending his Tnnocence and proſecuting the Accu: 
ſer. Bur I ſuppole there is no ſuch thing practis'd. For no Fuſt;- 
res of the Peace deny any perſon the knowledg of the'Informer's 
Name, it the perfon accus'd infiſt upon his-Innocence, and engage 
to proſecute the Informer for Perjury in whar he has ſwore apainſt 
him. Bur if the perſon accus'd deſire ro know the Informet's 
Name vpon any other Terms, *Tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe - that 
he deſires it only to have the opportunity of Executing his pri- 
vate Revenge upon him. Art leaſt there is no juſt Cauſe to diſco- 


ver the Informer's Name unleſs the accuſed perſon ſolemnly declare 


{ and if required do it upon Oath ) that he -knows the Informa» 


-tion to be falſe, and in that caſe I ſuppoſe nos Juffice of Peace will 
conceal the Informer's Name, nor any hone/? Informer deſire it. 


Ochers objet, That this methed of private Informations expeſes a 
Man to the malice of any who will but venture to perjure them(elves 


Zo de him a miſchief. And it ſeems to give Encouragment to ſuch ma- 


lice, whew perſons may hope to give in falſe Informations undiſcover'd. 

Anſw. *Tis not reaſonable toſuppole that any Man will perjure 
-himſelf in order to the conviCting another, when he can thereby 
do him ſo very little Tojury. And this is the more unlikely ever 
-co happen, when ſuch a falſe Informer runs ſo great hazard of be- 


-ing found guilty of perjury and being ſeverely puniſh't for ir. For 
' there is no Man that is conEious of his own Innocence bur wou'd 


proſecute ſuch a perjur'd perſon to the-utmoſt, and if he engage 


-to do ſo, he may know his Name. 


If it be reply'd, That if « falſe Informer poſitively perlſt in his Ac- 
cuſation and the perſon aceus d have wo Witneſs or other Evidence 'to 
oppoſe thereto, he ſeems left without Remedy. . 

To this I need only anſwer, this Ozjefion concerns the AF it 
ſelf, and not this perticu/ar manner of executing it. The Law. 
wakers for the more ctieual ſuppreſſion of theſe Vices have 
made 


[&:- 


_ "made the' /nformation ubow Oath of one witneſs, ſufficient'to e6nvift 
an Offender, becauſe they ſuppos'd no man wou'd falſly upon Oarch 
.accuſe another of ſuch a Crime that:has no hope to-reap any. ad- 
-vantape from the Penalty. Eſpecially when a perjur'd Informer” 
runs ſo great hazard of being deteCted, as will in all probabiliry 
deter him from this dangerous way of executing'ſo poor a Revenge; 
ſince his Perjury can expoſe the accuſed perſon to very ſmall dam- 
mage in compariſon of the Puniſhment he runs the risk ct, it the 
Accuſer ſhou'd clear his Innocence. | | 
Others ohjet, That this way of clandeſtine Informations is very us 
fair and diſhonourable. 'Tis like Nlabbing a man behind his back. 
Whereas the Informer ſhou'd in civility firlt caution the Offender, and 
try what a. gentle admenition will tl, before he uſe this roughes 
method of reforming bim. At leaft he ſhow' d have the courage to avow 
what he des, and not de -it in ſo ſneaking and clandeſtine a 'way. 
Anſw. 1. If the I»former be well acquainted with the Offendor 
it-mgy be very adviſable firſt co try this gentler way of Admoniti- 
0x and Reproof. ; 
2. Bur as this 4 is'chiefly -defign'd for the reclaiming 'of Com- 
mon Swearers, and 'tis thoſe generally that fall under the Laſh of it, 
ſoit may be reaſonably preſum'd, that ſuch are paſt the hope of 
being reform'd by meer good Advice, and are fen{ible of no other 
Argument bur what touches their Interefl ; -And the Law gives e'm 
ſufficient warning of the -danger they run in reſpet of that 
by theſe crimes. Ex 
3. 'Tis not becauſe :/»formers are aſham'd of what they do, that 
they deſire to paſs undiſcover'd, but becauſe they wowd obviate 
ſeveral Inconveniences that ſuch diſcovery of their Names wou'd: 
occaſion to the real diſadvantage of the A it ſelf, as well as to 
their own particular prejudice, ( Of which 1 ſhall have occaſion 
to make ſome mention in what follows. ) _ 
And as I can diſcern no ſolid weight in theſe OHjed;ons againſt 
concealing the Iuformers Name, ſo on the other hand, *cis undeny- 
ably evident thac this method is every way moſt conducive-to at- 
tain the defipn of the 4&4 by the entire ſuppreſſion of theſe abo- 
minable Vices. Fer K 1. This 
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r: 7his-methvd will greatly enconrage- theſs to give in Iiformatis 
ors who are truly atted therein by meer. Zeal for the honour of Almighty. 
God, and the Intereſt of true Piety. 

For as fuch will be very careful to- give in none. but rrue Thſor- 
mations, of which the accuſed: perſons: may. eaſily upon reflexion- 
be conſcious to themſelves ; fo they will be under no Tempration 
to be difſheartned from their duty. by the fear.of Revengeor ill will, 
when they know that thoſe they accuſe cannot learn their Names 
without obliging themſelves to proſecute them for Perjury, which: 
they may well ſuppoſe they'l never.attempt. when incapable of - 
proving it. 

2. The diſcovery of the Tnformer's Name will be attended with'great- 
Fyconveniences to him, to the obflrufting the defign of the AF, without : 
ayy real confiderable advantage to the Party accuſed. 

If the /afermer's Name be conſtantly diſcover d, he is thereby. 
_ needleſly expoſfd ro the Malice and Revenge of the Oferder, ro. 
whom he intends thereby a real ſervice. So that in all probabi- 
lity he will make the moſt of thoſe he convicts, his Zyemys; how-. 
evcr.he do truly,herein aCt the part of a ſincere Friend to them... 
And no doubt the proſpet-of this will greatly diſcourage many. 
from doing their duty, and render others too ſlack and'cold in it. 
And it once formations be diſcourag'd, The Terror of the penalty. 
will be over, andthe 4 gradually loſe ir's force, and theſe Inſo- 
lent finners as daringly outbrave the Law of Man as they have hi-- 
therto done the Law of God.” So that we may ſoon expect that 
theſe pernicious vices will like a Torrent, that has broke down a. 
weak. Digue, return upon us with a more irrefiſtible violence. 

And theſe Inconveniences to the /»former arc attended with no - 
real conſiderable advantage to the Accuſed Party; unleſs we rake. 
it for an advantage thac by diſcouraging Informations, theſe Offen. 
ders may fin with greater hope of Impunity. ( Which 1s the ve- 

ry. miſchicf which the A& is deſign'd to obviate).. For it the /x- 
Jar mation be true, what is the Offender the better for knowing who. 
gives it> He may thereby indeed underſtand wyom to level his . 
ipite againſt; Or he may know whoſe company he ſhou'd ſhun or. 


ſtand. 


>; 


ftand on his puard in ; and fo prevent a new Convittion by raking 
care toſwear only in ſuch company where he may do it ſafely 


Bur if rhe Information be falſe, the perſon accufed is nor deny'd the 
fatisfaQtion of knowing whom to proſecute as perjur'd for giving it,. 


if he will engage ro do it. 


| T ſhall only add, that F hope what I have here fuggeſted wil nor. 
- fempt che Sweerers and Curſers of the Age to conchide, that 


if this method of private Informations Were lay'd aftde, rhey 
ſhou'd go unpuniſhr. 
fpir'd with Zeal in ſo juſt a Cauſe, as will ſoon convince them, 
theſe Vices ſhall not eſcape the penalty of the Law for: want of 
open Informations. 
may decline their duty, there are others that are more juſtly a- 


For I doubt nor they will find ſo many in- 


However ſome timorous and lukewarm perſons 


fraid of being acceſſary to their guilt by concealing ic and conni-- 


Ving at it. 


a 


Upon the whole, If now both Magiftrates and private perſons- 


wou'd but heartily join their Endeavours; the /azter by faithfully 
giving, and the former by prudent encouraging and countenancing 


Informations; We may hope toſee theſe crying /mpietys of the Age. 


efleually ſuppre/st, that have been fo long the ſcandal] and bane 


of our holy Religion, and the fruitſul ſource of our publick Cala» 


mity's. Whereas if Magiſtrates diſcourage and frown upon Zxfor: 
mers, and their Zeal decline in giving Evidence againſt Offenders, 
we may juſtly fear theſe hainous provecations will revive, and rife 
to as deſperate a height as ever, and in deſpite of the Law reign as 
uncontro['d as before. 


And what can we reaſonably conclude from - 


thence, but that ſuch renewed profanation of the holy Name and. 
defiance of the terrible Juſtice of Almighty God, will draw down. 


heavyer Judgments upon us then we have yet felt. 
of Ged will not always, be out dar d by the Wickedneſs of Mex. 
But it they are 7xcorrigible in Sinning, he will be inexorable.in Pu- 
niſhing.. For (to apply to our ſelves the remarkable words of 


For the Juftzce- 


that pious Reformer, Ezra 9g. 13, 14. ) If after all that is come- 
upon us for our evil deeds and our great treſpaſs ( wherein God has- 


Jet puniſh't us far le(s then our Iniquitys deſerv'd.) and. after ſo gls- 
| 
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v\th;s-we Bou'd again break] comma 
ut that a righteous -God world: be: ; ang! 
conſunt d. #5, ſo that there -fhou's s 
For. in this-caſe our _ publick fins. pes be. oe. 
'two of the higheſt appravations we can. well. conceive, .'2 
nt: Contempt of God's: terrible Fudements, and the vikſt 
tiaticnde for 55 «aperfoble Favours as were ever -beſtow:d by 


